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KDVERTISEMENT: 


HE Aathor of this Mentorial hag 10 
I. manner of Hand in forming and bring- 
In into Odor; tbe entation-ſcheme, 
Ti in „ it was formed an —_ ht in by ſome 
ſenſible 475 benevolent Men. — The Author no 
ſPoner heard of the com paſſionate, * Scheme, 
"than Be 72 wiſhed for Succeſs ſaw ſome 
Difficulties; but thoug 4 theſe m oh be over- 
come, by reſpectful dreſſes. ater Plain Repre- 
ſentati ons of Fats, to Noblemen and Gentle- 
men, to the King and Parliament, and by the 

Unanimity of Miniſters among | themſelves. | 


The Memorialiſt long ſince peruſed two Pam- 
phlets in favours of the Augmentation; they 
contain ſundry flrong ſenſible Things. — The 
Affair is of a ſerious, important Nature; and 
may be viewed in a Variety of Lights. —The 
Author warmly defired ſome Miners of. Abi= 
lities and known good Character, to attempt the 
Illuſtration of a Scheme, conducive to the Com- 
fort of many Families in Diſtreſs, through the 
Smalneſs of Minifters Stipends. They declined 
the Taſe, or ſeemed to decline it. —He hath . 
tempted it; with what Succeſs, Time will 
It is true, 'be humbly aſks Money from the 1 
ed Intereſ , and from our flouriſhing Trade, 
though only a little Money; not for Self, but 

2 2 for 


[ i ] 
for bit more worthy, deſerumg and foor Bre- 
thren, for whoſe Neceſſities and Wants bis Heart 
hath often bled in ſecret ; Men of genteel Edu- 
cation, of diſcreet Behaviour, and of the ſtrict- 
eſt Purity of Manners, © If this Memorial 
proves ſucceſsful, the End is gained; if not, 
« there is no great Harm done, No Man will 

ec grudge the Author the Sati faction of a lau- 
e dable Attempt, He ſhall grudge mw Man 
2 the Privilege of reading or OG 7 4 
& proving or * r 


„EU. upon various Subjects in Law, ls 


 Dalferf Manſe, 
March 19. 1750. 
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ME MORI 
— | 9 
* CONCERNING 
A | | | | 
* An Application to Parliament for aug- 
f, by | | ; : 
1 menting ſmall Stipends in Scotland. 
mn r is propoſed to repreſent, in the moſt 
Y humble Manner, to the Legiſlature, the 


Reaſonableneſs and Neceſſity of augmenting 
Miniſters ſmall Stipends in Scotland; pray- 
ing, that the King and Parliament may take this 
Repreſentation into their Conſideration, and do 
ſomething for the Relief of Miniſters in Circum- 
ſtances of Want and Diſtreſs, as they in their 
great Wiſdom ſhall think expedient, and the 
State of the Nation can allow. 
— Church-livings in Scotland have ſeveral times 
j been augmented ſince the Reformation, and that 
by Authority of Parliament; the Wiſdom of the 
Nation judging it to be both reaſonable and ne- 
ceſſary to raiſe Miniſters Stipends in ſome Pro- 
portion to the growing Value of Lands, the In- 
creaſe of Trade and Riches, and the unavoidable 
growing, Expence of Living. 
The firſt Book of Diſcipline was compoſed by 
g ſundry pious and eminent Miniſters in the Year 
A of our Lord 1560. It was preſented to the No- 
bility, and afterwards ſubſcribed by the Kirk and 
| many Lords. And though this firſt Book of 
i Diſcipline was not —_ by Parliament, _ 
the 


to 


the General Aſſembly of the Kirk; yet, having 
been ſubſcribed by the Kirk and many Lords, 


it may be conſidered as a Declaration of the Opi- 


nion of the Nation about Miniſters Stipends. 


& 
vo 


Chap. 5. they ſay, It is of Neceſſity, that 
honeſt Proviſion be made for the Miniſters; 
which we require to be ſuch, that they have 
neither Occaſion of Solicitude, neither yet of 
Infolence and Wantonneſs : And this Proviſi- 
on muſt be made, not only for their own 
Suſtentation during Life, but alſo for their 
Wives and Children after them. - We judge 
therefore, that every Miniſter have ſufficient 
whereon to keep an Houſe, and be ſuſtained 
honeſtly in all things neceſſary, as Books, 
Cloaths, Fleſh, Fiſh, Fuel, and other Things 
neceſſary, forth of the Rents and Treaſury of 
the Kirk where he ſerveth, at the Diſcretion 


of the Congregation, conformed to the Quali- 


ty of the Perſon, and Neceſſity of the Time. 
Wherein it is thought good, that every Mini- 
ſter ſhall have at leaſt forty Bolls Meal, 
twenty ſix Bolls Malt, to find his Houſe 
Bread and Drink, and more, ſo much as the 
Diſcretion of the Kirk finds neceſſary, beſides. 
Money for buying other Proviſion for his 
Houſe, and other Neceſlaries. The Children 
of the Miniſters muſt have the Liberties of the 
Cities next adjacent where their Fathers labour- 
ed, freely granted : They muſt have the Pri- 
vileges in Schools, and Burſiſſes in Colleges; 
that is, they ſhall be ſuſtained at Learning, if 
they be found apt thereto; and failing thereof, 
they muſt be put to ſome Handycraft: And 
that their Daughters be virtuouſly brought up, 
a n 66 an 
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& and honeſtly doted, when they come to Ma- 


e turity of Years. And this in God's Preſence 
&< we witneſs, we require not ſo much for our- 
c ſelyes, as that we do it for the Increaſe of Virtue 
e and Learning, and for the Profit of the Po- 
e ſterity to come: For it is not to be ſuppoſed, 
“% that any Man will dedicate himſelf and his 
« Children ſo to God, and to his Kirk, that 
„ they look for no worldly Commodity: But 


“this cankered'Nature which we bear, is. pro- 
6 yoked to follow Virtue, when it ſeeth Profit 


e and Honour thereto annexed ; and contrarily, 


„then is Virtue, by many, deſpiſed, when vir- 


* tuous and godly Men are without Honour. 


And ſorry would we be, that Poverty ſhould 


« diſcourage Men from Study, and following 
* the Way of Virtue, by which they might edi- 


„ fy the Kirk and Flock of Chriſt Jeſus.” | 


Anno 1617, Fa. VI. Parl. 22. it is enacted, 
with the Advice and Conſent of the Eſtates of 


Parliament, That the Commiſſioners of Teinds 
„ ſhall appoint and aſſign, to every Miniſter 


& jn Scotland, as the leaſt and ſmalleſt yearly Sti- 
« pend, L. 27: 15: 64 Sterling, or five Chalders 
« of Victual, when there are as much free Tithes 
« in the Pariſh, by and attour their Manſe and 
«© Glebe; and that the greateſt and moſt Stipend 
« which the ſaid Commiſſioners ſhall have power 


to aſſign to any Miniſter for Stipend, at any 


«© of the ſaid Kirks, either not planted, or plant- 
<« ed, and provided with Stipends within and un- 
«© der the ſaid five Chalders of Victual, or 
« £.27: 15: 64 Sterling Money, as faid is, 
„ ſhall not exceed the Quantity of ten Chalders 


=. Victual, or L. 55: 11: 14 Sterling Money.” 
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By the fame Act, it is provided, © That where 
&« any Kirks are already ſufficiently provided, 
ge albeit the Proviſion does exceed the fore- 
& ſaid Quantity of ten Chalders Victual, or 
„ Ls: 13 Sterling Money, and alſo 
66 215 he Fruits of any Benefice are in the 
6 Poſſeſſion of the Miniſter, that the ſame ſhall 
& be continued in the Eſtate wherein it is at pre- 
& ſent, and not be meddled with by the ſaid 
« Commiſſioners of Teinds.” 

The Preamble of this Act ſets forth, in the 
following Words, the Reaſon of augmenting ſmall 
Livings. < Our Sovereign Lord, conſidering, 
< that there be divers Kirks within this Kingdom 
t“ not planted with Miniſters, wherethrough Ig- 


 norance and Atheiſm abounds amongſt the 
People; and that many of thoſe that are plant- 


« ed, have no ſufficient Proviſion or Maintenance 
6 appointed to them, whereby the Miniftry are 
„ kept in Poverty and Contempt, and cannot. 
5e fruitfully travel in their Charges: Conſidering 
c alſo, that nothing is more properly belonging 
<« to his princely Care, than to ſee to the good 
«« Eſtate of the Kirk within his Dominions; out 
e of that Zeal his Majeſty bears to the promo- 
% ving of the Kingdom of Chriſt, &c. 
Anno 1633, Charles 1. « His Majeſty being 
« preſent, in ſolemn Parliament, with the three 
+ Eſtates of his ancient Kingdom, with their 
« Conſent, ratifies the Act of Commiſſion of 
„ Surrenders and Teinds, of the date of Holy- 
e roodbouſe the 26th Day of June 1627 Years, 
«© whereby it is found meet and expedient, that 
** che loweſt Proportion * Maintenance of Mi- 
o niſters 


4 

ce niſters ſhall be eight Chalders of Victual, or 
& L. 44: 8: 10% Sterling Money, if there are 
& as much free Tithes in the Pariſh.” 
King James I. of Scotland began to reign 
anno 1424; ſince which Time, down to the Uni- 
on of the two Nations, there are many Acts of 
Parliament, not mentioned in this Memorial, 
from which it evidently appears, that the Wiſ- 
dom of the Nation have conſidered the publick 
authoriſed Teachers of Religion, as an Order of 
' Men deſerving their Notice and Care, nay, as 
_ deſerving a handſome Maintenance and Proviſi- 
on; that Miniſters of the bleſſed Goſpel might be 
delivered from Solicitude, Poverty, and Contempt, 

as well as from Pride, Luxury, and Wantonneſs. 
A ftriking Phenomenon appeared in theſe Na- 
tions January 30. 1649; an Appearance which 
may be conſidered as an everlaſting Memento to 
Sovereigns and Subjects. This made way for a 
new Form of Government. Under this new Ad- 
miniſtration, ſeveral Ordinances were enacted 
and appointed, expreſſing, in plain and ſtrong 
Terms, the then Senſe of the Nation, about the 
Importance and Dignity of the Miniſterial Cha- 
racter, and the Maintenance or Stipends ſuitable 
and neceſſary for the publick Preachers of the 
Goſpel. One of theſe Ordinances bears as fol- 
lows, That for the better Maintenance and 
« Encouragement of Preaching-Miniſters, and 
<« for uniting of Pariſhes, (and I think for ma- 
% king new Erections), it is enacted and ordain- 
« ed, That William Steel, Eſq; Serjeant at Law, 
<& and Recorder of the City of London, Sir Fohn 


& Thoroughgood, &c, be nominated and appoint- 
++ ed Commiſſioners of Tithes, Sc. poſſeſſed by 
5 « Clergymen, 


T1. 
c Clergymen, | ſold, or in Tack, or Truſtees of 
« thoſe Tithes recovered from ſome Clergymen; 
« from Purchaſers, Tackſmen, or others, for 
e juſt and reaſonable Satisfaction made; and that 
e the ſaid Tithes ſhall be veſted and ſettled in 
the Perſon of the ſaid Villiam Steel, Sc. that 
* they may, out of theſe Tithes, augment the Sti- 
«6 pends or Maintenance of Preaching-Miniſters ; 
and theſe Truſtees or Commiſſioners of Tithes 
are required to grant to every Preaching-Mi- 
„ niſter one hundred Pounds Sterling per annum, 
and more, if they ſhall fee Cauſe; that ſo the 
„ whole: Nation may be provided with the con- 
* {tant and powerful Preaching of the Goſpel, 
«© by allowing a competent Maintenance and pro- 
5 2 Encouragement to able on godly Mini- 
© ſters.” 

At yon Time the eſtabliſhed Church of Eng- 
land was Preſbyterian, and the civil Conſtitution 
Republican, or it was ſomething like a Common+ 
wealth, ——Reaſan is Reaſon, Common Senſe 
will always be Common Senſe, amidft the various 
Forms of Government in Church or State.—— 
It is of eternal, immutable Reaſon, That be who 
ſerves at the Altar, ſhould live by the Altar; and 
that the Labourer is worthy of his Hire. 

I acknowledge, that in the foreſaid Ordinance 
chere is not one Word about the Maintenance of 
Prcaching-Miniſters in Scotland: Nevertheleſs, 
from a Parity of Reaſon, the Senſe of the Ordi- 
nance tallies well with the ſuitable and neceſſary 
Maintenance of Miniſters in Scotland; for I can 
declare, from my own proper Knowledge, that 
People can hve in as comfortable and decent a 
Manner in many Parts of South-Britain, as in 

ſeveral 


/ N 
LT] 
ſeveral Parts: of Narth- Britain, at an equal Ex- 


nce. 


pe 
If the Legs 117 Vears ago judged eight 
Chalders of Victual, or L. 44: 8: 10 Sterling 


Money, to be no more than a competent Sub- 


ſiſtence for a Miniſter and Family, the faid Sum 
muſt certainly be too little at this preſent Time. 

It is not in the power of Miniſters to ſtop the In- 
creaſe of the real or imaginary Value of the Ne- 
ceſſaries of Life. No Servant-man will hire 
with a Miniſter for one Pound Sterling a-year, 
when Gentlemen or Farmers will give three or 
four Pounds Sterling a- year. Expence of a 
decent Education, and the Price of Food and 
Cloathing, are greatly increaſed within theſe 120 

Years laſt bygone. 

It is upon theſe Accounts, that larger Fees 
are given to young Gentlemens Tutors, and a 
larger Honorarium to Maſters of Colleges, than 
what was given about 100 Years ago. And 
it is highly probable, if not certain, that the 
yearly Salary allowed by the Sovereign to the 
Right Honourable the Lords of Council and Sef- 
ion hath been raiſed upon the foreſaid Accounts; 
as will appear from the following Acts of Par- 
liament. 

Ja. I. Parl. 3. Chap. 66. The W 
ce and certain Perſons of the three Eſtates, to be 
* choſen by the King, NPE for the Seſ- 
« ſion,“ Sc. 

Ja. II. Parl. 14. Chap. 6. The Lords of Sef- 
ſion appointed at this Time, by Commiſſion of 
6 Parliament given to a good Number of the 


three Eſtates, are impowered to know on all 
« civil Actions,” c. : 


Chap 


[8] 
Chap. 63. That theſe Lords bear their own 
&© Coſts, their Charges not being great; and that 
& the better to help, they have the King's Un- 
& law of their Court, (which is 3 s. 4 d. Sterling), 
< to be divided betwixt them and the Clerk-Re- 


8 giſter.” 


a. IV. Parl. 6. Chap. 5 8, <6 That i in place _ 


* the Lords of Seſſion, the King chuſe a Council, 
* to fit continually at Edinburgh, or where the 
King pleaſes, to decide in all civil Matters.“ 
The yearly Salary, or rather Perquiſites, of the 
Honourable Lords of Council and Seſſion, being 
at this Time extremely ſmall ; and leſt; on this 
Account, being Men of like Paſſions with others, 


they ſhould be induced to accept of Preſents from 


Perſons who had Cauſes depending before them; 


it is enacted, That no Lord of Seſſion, by him- 
« ſelf, his Wife, or Servants, take Bude, Bribe, 


« Goods or Gear, either from Purſuer or Defend- 
& er, under Pain of Deprivation, Infamy, and 
cc Eſcheat of Moveables, the one half to the 
« King, and the other half to the Revealer, and 
cc the Offender's Perſon to be in the King's Will, oP 
Sc. Fa. VI. Parl. 6. Chap. 93. 

c That there be paid to the Lords by the Ti- 
« ner of the Plea one Penny Scots per Pound 
* where the Subject is liquid, and five Pounds 
ce Scots where it conſiſts in facto. fa. VI. 


Parl. 11. Chap. 43. 


« That no Man be received to be a Lord of Seſ⸗ 
« ſion, unleſs he be ſufficiently tried and known 
„ by the King and Lords, and having in yearly 
C Rent One thouſand Merks Scots, (that is, 
« L. 33: 11 1 14 Sterling), or twenty Chalders 
« Victual.” Fa, VI. Pari. 12. Chap. 132. + 
cc en 


* 


1 

- & Ten thouſand Pounds Scots (that is, L. 8 36, 
« 135. 4 d. Sterling) to be paid to the Lords of 
“ Seſſion yearly out of his Majeſty's Cuſtoms, 
& which are for that End, and in fo far, diſſolved 
cc from the Crown; and all Intromitters with the 
« ſaid Cuſtoms, are made liable to the Lords for 

ce their better Payment, and Caution is appointed 
| © to be found by the Cuſtomers for that Effect.“ 
Fa. VI. Parl. 20. Chap. 11. | 

C Taxation of ten Shilling Scots the Pound 
ce Land of old Extent for the Eſtate of Barons 
c and Freeholders, and ſo proportionally for the 
« Spiritual Eſtate and Eſtate of Barons, granted 
cc to the ordinary Lords of Seſſion for Increaſe of 
« their Stock, and that yearly for four Terms or 
« Years, beginning the firſt Term at Martinmas 
« 1633, and the laſt to be Martinmas 1636.” 
Charl. I. Parl. 11. Chap. 22. 
„Twelve thouſand Pounds Scets given to the 
« Lords, by way of Aſſeſſment, for bettering 
ce of their Stock.“ Charl. II. Parl. 1. Chap. 50. 
anno 1661, | 
Other ten thouſand Pounds Scots, (or in 
« Engliſh Money L. 836: 13: 4), beſides the 
e ten thouſand Pounds Scots granted by King 
« FJames VI. Parl. 20. Chap. 11. given to the 
« Lords of Seſſion out of the Cuſtoms,” Se. 
Chap. 2. Parl. 1. Sefſ. 2. Chap. 7. 

« Grant of half a Month's Ceſs, for a provi- 
« ſional Addition to the Salaries of the ordinary 
« Lords of Seſſion, from November 1698 to No- 
* dvLenmber 1700.“ William and Mary, Parl. 2. 
Seſſ. 7. Chap. 14. | 

It is evident, then, that the yearly Salary 
granted to their Lordſhips hath been frequently 
| = - augmented z 


Ci } 
augmented; and conſidering their long, expen- 
five, liberal Education; conſidering their diligent 
and conſtant Attendance to Buſineſs of Intricacy 
and Importance, their preſent Salaries can be 
deemed no more than an adequate Reward. 

It is well known, that moſt part of the Mini- 


ſters in Scotland carefully and conſtantly attend to 


their Buſineſs through the whole Lear; they have 
no Vacation; many Stipends ſo ſmall, that Mi- 


niſters cannot live decently upon them, far leſs 


give a proper Education to their Children, or 
make a tolerable Proviſion for their Families; be- 
cauſe, as has been oblerved, the yearly Wages of 
Men-ſervants are greatly advanced ſince the Revo- 
lution z and as to the Wages of Maid-ſervants, 
theſe have been greatly raiſed within theſe thirty 


Years laſt bypaſt, by reaſon of the great Encou- 


ragement given to Women for ſpinning Yarn for 
the Uſe of our now flouriſhing Manufactures z as 
alſo, the Wages of all Day-labourers are greatly 
riſen : And conſcquently L. 30 Sterling cannot poſ- 
ſibly go ſo far in ſupporting and providing for a 
Miniſter's Family, as it did one hundred Years 
ago, or even forty Years ſince, 

Every Houſe-keeper, every Pariſh-ſchoolma- 
{ter, every Millener, Taylor, Shoemaker, Day- 
labourer, &c. thoroughly knows, and ſenſibly 
tcels, that the decent neceſſary Expence of ſup- 
porting a Family, of educating Children, is 
greatly increaſed of late Years. 

Great Things are not expected, nor to be aſk- 
ed: We only propole to repreſent, in the hum- 
bleit Manner, to our Noblemen and Gentlemen, 
and to the Britiſh Parliament, that there are many 
{mall Stipends in Scotland; ( Praying, that the 

Wiſdom 


an 

Wiſdom of the Nation may ſtatute and ordaing 
that the leaſt and ſmalleſt yearly Stipend in Scot- 
land ſhall be ten Chalders Vietual, ot a Sum of 
Money equal to the ſaid Quantity of Victual, ac- 
cording to the ordinary Converſion of Vidal i in 
the Sale of Lands in the different Parts of che 
Kingdom. * 

If ſome Perſons ſhould thy: That he Miniſters 
in Scotland, it ſeems, wiſh to be placed in Circum- 
ſtances which lead to the Practice of thoſe Follies 
and Vices they loudly condemn in other Men; 
ſuch as, Idlencſs, Luxury, Extravagance, and 
Diſhoneſty; ſome of which prevail in the preſent 
Age, and are the Forerunners, the Preſage of faſt 
approaching Ruin and Deſtruftion : 

One indeed would think, that every Man of 
liberal Education would much rather chuſe to be 
con ſidered and ſpoken of as a wiſe, ſober; and ho- 
neſt Man, benevolent and charitable, accordin 
to kis ſettled yearly Incomes, than to be aaf. 
dered as a fine Gentleman, profuſe and extra 
gant: And if there be any Number of Men of of our 
Order, who do not balance their er Incomes 
and Expences, but thoughtleſsly or deſignedly 
ſpend or ſquander away Money not their own, 
Money perhaps of poor, induſtrious, honeſt Peo- 
ple; theſe Miniſters are, in this Inſtance, a great 
Scandal to the ſacred Function; their Manner of 
Life is juſtly deteſtable, and ſhould be guarded 
againſt by every one who wiſhes to live and die an 
honeſt Man. And who would not wiſh to ſup- 


port this excellent Character ? — For ſays a Joftly 
celebrated Poet, 


An haneſt Man 2. the noble Work of Cad. 
B 2 Ad 


„ 

And if it ſhall be found, that the free Tithes 
in ſome Pariſhes do not amount to ten Chalders of 
Victual, then the Legiſlature might be graciouſly 
pleaſed | to ordain, that the free Tithes in the next 
adjacent Pariſhes ſhould be affected with the pro- 
poſed Augmentation of ſmall Livings. 

If the Wiſdom of the Britiſh Nation are of O- 


- pinion, that publick Teachers of Religion are ſub- 


ſervient to the civil, as well as ſacred Intereſts of 
the Kingdom ; whilſt, with unwearied Diligence, 
they recommend to the People, by their daily 
Miniſtrations, and more powerful Example, the 
important Duties of Piety, Righteouſneſs and 
Temperance, Duties inſeparably connected with 
the Proſperity and Glory of Kingdoms; ſuch as, 
Induſtry in their particular Callings, ſtrit Ho- 
neſty in their Commerce with one another, Mo- 
deration, Benevolence and Humanity towards all 
Men, and dutiful Behaviour towards Magiſtrates ; 
recommending all theſe Duties from Principles 
Religious and Chriſtian, which take the faſteſt 


Hold of the Hearts of Men: then one would 


imagine, that the Wiſdom of the Nation would 
chearfully place Miniſters of the Goſpel in ſuch 
Circumſtances, as may be preſumed would qualify 
them for promoting with Succeſs the noble and 
uſeful Purpoſes of their Inſtitution z and withal in 
ſuch Circumſtances, as would encourage Miniſters, 


and others, who have a Deſign to educate their 


Sons for the holy Miniſtry, to give them ſuch a 
liberal Education, as will, by the Aid of Heaven, 
enable them to appear with becoming Dignity in 
all the Variety of their holy Miniſtrations. 

It will eaſily be allowed to me, that Noblemen 
and Gentlemen of pious and benevolent r 
© 
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of Learning and Taſte, wiſh, that n own * 
Pariſh-Miniſter ſhould ſupport a Character far a- 
bove that of the Vulgar or Populace, and one 
with whom they might converſe agreeably and 
uſefully; and — — one who might be of ſome 
Uſe towards forming the Hearts of their Children 
to the Love and Practice of Fiety, VWs, and 
univerſal Goodneſs. ' 

. Miniſters who at preſent enjoy very ſmall 14 
vings, may ſome way or other ſupport under the 
Damp of Poverty and Want; but their pinching 
Straits being manifeſt and viſible, there is a great 
Chance that the next Generation ſhall have a Set 
of Miniſters whoſe Characters we do not chuſe to 
deſcribe. The Oppoſers of the immediate Appli- 
cation to King and Parliament for a general Aug- 
mentation of ſmall Stipends, may eaſily figure it 
to themſelves. 

Some do alledge, That there is no Occaſion for 
augmenting ſmall Livings in Scotland, ſeeing ſome 

enjoying theſe have made rich upon them. We 
would anſwer, That extremely few have done ſo. 
Some few Miniſters enjoying ſmall Stipends have 
had Patrimonies, have received little handſome 
Fortunes, by Marriages, or Legacies bequeathed 
by particular Friends. And if any Miniſter hath 
_ amaſſed great Wealth ſince the glorious Revolu- 
tion, by the pure Force and good OEconomy of 
I. 30, 40 or go Sterling a- year, ſome of us will 
be ready to think, and ſay, that he hath lived in 
a Way ſcandalopſly penurious, and much below 
the Dignity of the Miniſterial Character; a Cha- 
rafter which, according to the Dictates of Rea- 
ſan, and the expreſs Declarations of the Goſpel, 
ſhould be viſibly adorned with the lovely and en- 


gaging 
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gaging Virtues of Hoſpitality and Charity, as well 


as Aptneſs to teach, and the ſtricteſt Purity of 


Manners. 


Again, the foreſaid Oppoſers alledge, That the 


Engliſh Members of Parliament will keenly o op- 


poſe the Augmentation of ſmall Stipends in Scot- 
land, leſt the inferior Clergy of the Church of 
England ſhould take the Hint, and alſo apply to 
Parliament for an Augmentation of their ſmall 
Livin 

I will frankly acknowledge, that, through my 
Ignorance of the true State of the Tithes in South- 
Britain, I am not able to give a juſt and full An- 
ſwer to the Objection. However, it is certain, 
that the Clergy in England can accept of, and. 
actually often do enjoy a Plurality of Livings ; 
and ſometimes the inferior Clergy in England re- 
ceive pretty handſome Compliments at Marriages, 
Baptiſms, Burials, and for viſiting ſick Perſons, 
It is well known, that this is far from being the 
Caſe with Miniſters of our Kirk. Muſt it not 
ſenſibly affect the Heart of every wiſe and good 
Man, to ſee the publick Teachers of the glorioys 
Goſpel obliged, at any time, through the Smal- 
neſs of their Livings, to engage in the low Buſi- 
neſs of common Lite? Employments which muft 
neceſſarily leſſen their Character, and greatly mar 
the Succeſs of their holy Miniſtrations. 

Would our Noblemen and Gentlemen give us 
a fair Hearing, lay aſide Prejudices, and leiſure- 
ly conſider the pinching Straits of ſome Miniſters 
in their own Neighbourhood, might we not ex- 
pect, from their high Birth, their extenſive Views 
of Things, that they would not rudge to con- 
erbse ſome ſmall T _ out of their preſent 


yearly 
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yearly Incomes, to bring ſome worthy Miniſters 


out of Circumſtances of Poverty, Contempt, and 


Uſeleſſneſs? Men of Genius, of Piety, and of 
good moral Characters; Men who have ſpent at 


Schools and Univerſities, fifteen Years, at leaſt, 


in acquiring Qualifications proper for the facred 
Office; Men who, generally ſpeaking, are quite 
above the Suſpicion of indulging themſelves to 
Idleneſs or Avarice, Luxury and Extravagance z 
Men who wiſh to appear, in Company and a- 
broad, in decent apparel, though when at home 
their Cloaths are coarſe, and their Table extreme- 


ly mean; Men who, according to the ſettled 


Rules of our Kirk, are obliged to read and ex- 


plain, to their Congregations, every Lord's Day 


Morning, a large portion of holy Writ, and af- 


ter that to deliver a Sermon; and in the After- 


noon of the ſame Day, they deliver another Ser- 
mon; they pay a yearly Viſit to each Family in 


the Pariſh, inſtructing Young-ones in the firſt 


and plain Principles of Religion and Virtue, ex- 
horting all the Family to fear God and to work 


Righteouſneſs, and then praying with the Fami- 


ly. We yearly examine our Pariſhes, divided 
into fo many Quarters, inſtructing them in the 
great Principles and Duties of Chriſtianity z we 


viſit the Sick regularly; we are often employed 


in taking away Differences in Families, and Dif- 
ferences amongſt our Pariſhioners; we regularly 


attend the Meetings of Preſbytery each Month, 


the Meetings of Provincial Synods twice every 


Year; we do by turns attend the General Aſ- 


ſembly of the Kirk once every Year, and the 
Commiſſion of the Kirk four Times a-year ; be- 


Tides, we meet often in Preſbytery upon emergent 


Occaſions, 


- 
Of 
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Occaſions, and frequently ſome few of us meet 
together, to converſe about the State of Religion 
in our reſpective Pariſhes, and to implore the 
Blefling of Heaven upon our daily ſacred Mini- 
— a | | 

Thus it may appear, that the proper and ne- 
neſſary Education of Miniſters in Scotland is long 
and expenſive, and they are obliged to beſtow 
much aſſiduous Labour and Pains in the Duties 
of their Profeſſion : How then can it come into 
the Mind of any Perſon, to think or ſay, that 
L. 33: 6: 64 Sterling, the yearly Salary of the 
loweſt Exciſe- officer in Scotland, is an adequate 
Reward for ſuch a liberal Education, and ſuch 
conſtant aſſiduous Labour? Can any Perſon who 
wiſheth well to the civil and ſacred Intereſts of 
this Kingdom behold, without ſome inward ſen- 
ſible Pain, ſundry excellent Preachers, Men of. 
acknowledged Worth and Merit, ſtruggling. hard 
with Poverty and Want ? 

Miniſters of our Kirk have no other Method 
of ſupporting and providing for their Families; 
and ſhould they at any Time engage in the com- 
mon Employments of Life, which may propiti- 
ous Heaven prevent, ſuch as Farming, Manu- 
factures, Sc. Sc. this might be attended with 
bad Conſequences, too obvious to need to be 
mentioned. ED | 

How laborious, how difficult the Office of 
the holy Miniſtry, if diligently and honeſtly ex- 
ecuted? and muſt the Difficulties of our aſſiduous 
Work be increaſed by the Circumſtances of 
Want, Poverty, and Contempt ? 

There is ſcarcely any Man in Scotland, of to- 
lerable Genius, and Activity, who hath ſpent 


LY 
as much Time and as much Money in his Edu- 
cation as Miniſters have done, who may not gain 
a great deal more than they; ſupport and pro- 
vide for his Family far better, by following any 
other Buſineſs, ſuch as that of Lawyer, Phyſici- 
an, Surgeon, Merchant, &c. Sc. Sc. 

Sometimes we are told, that the Right Ho- 
nourable the Lords Commiſſioners of Plantation of 
Kirks and Valuation of Teinds have parliamenta- 
ry Powers, can grant Augmentation of Stipends, 
and in fact that they have, fince the Revolution, 
granted many Augmentations, and in few Caſes, 
if in any, have refuſed to augment ſmall Stipends, 
when proper Applications were made unto them, 
and when there were free Tithes in the Pariſhes : 
Why then ſhould Miniſters apply, and give 
trouble to a Britiſp Parliament about the Aug- 
mentation of Stipends, when the Lords Commiſ- 
ſioners can do it? 
We chearfully acknowledge, that the Nation 

in general, and Miniſters of the Goſpel in parti- 
cular, are extremely happy in the preſent Bench 
of Lords, Men of uncommon Abilities and Pene- 
tration, of Honeſty, and of great Diſpatch in car- 
rying on Buſineſs. In many Caſes they have 
readily and unanimouſly augmented ſmall Li- 
vings; but not ſo in every Caſe, even when 
there were free Tithes in the Pariſh. 

A Proceſs of Augmentation 1s attended with 
Trouble and conſiderable Expence, The firſt 
Article of Expence is that of raiſing Summons a- 
gainft all the Heritors of the Pariſh, reſiding and 
not reſiding; and this at an Average is no leſs 
than L. 8 or 10 Sterling; and in ſome Pariſhes 
it amounts to a greater Sum, witneſs the ſum- 
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moning the Heritors of the Pariſh of Ardnamur- 
chan, which coſt near L. 30 Sterling. The Ex- 
pence of a Proceſs for an Augmentation, at an 
Average, amounts to L. 40 or 5O Sterling. Now, 
many Miniſters who enjoy ſmall Livings, cannot 
bear the Charge of ſuch an expenſive Law-ſuit z 
and the Honeſty of their Heats won't allow them 
to borrow Money, fearing they may be caſt in the 
Suit, and ſo never be able to do Juſtice to their 

kind Friend who lent them Money. 
Here I muſt beſpeak the Patience of the can- 
did and compaſſionate Reader, whilſt I juſtly and 
plainly repreſent the piteous Caſe of a Miniſter of 
the glorious Goſpel, who lives not thirty Miles 
wide of Edinburgh. In the Pariſh are more than 
2000 Perſons ; the Pariſh-Kirk is centrical z the 
Pariſh extends near four computed Miles every 
Way; the Charge is collegiate z the 15 Mi- 
niſter hath of yearly Stipend TL. 66: 3 A4 
Sterling, beſides Manſe, Glebe and ES 3 
the Second Miniſter hath of yearly Stipend 
L. 47 : 4: 6% Sterling, and a Manſe, but no 
Glebe, (the legal Glebe is four Acres of arable 
Ground), no Paſturage at all, (the legal Paſtu- 
rage being as much Graſs- ground, as will main- 
tain one Horſe and two Cows during one half of 
the Year), nor the Value in Money for the ſaid 
Glebe and Paſturage. This Incumbent hath a 
pretty large Family : And can his ſmall Stipend 
of L. 47 : 4: 645 Sterling per annum be thought a 
ſuitable Reward for a long, expenſive, and libe- 
ral Education? Can his ſmall Stipend be conſi- 
der<d as a tolerable Fund for ſupporting, educa- 
ting, and providing for his Family,. in a decent 
Manner ? The yearly Rent of this Pariſh, at a 
moderate 
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moderate Computation, amounts to upwards of 
L. 4000 Sterling per annum, beſides large Graſ- 
ſums at granting new Tacks or Leaſes; ſome of 
the Heritors have purchaſed their Teinds from 
the Titular, and {till he draws of free Tithes 
from the Pariſh upwards of L. 200 per annum, or 
rather upwards of L. 300. The Miniſter who 
enjoys the ſmalleſt Living, being lately deſired by 
a Friend to purſue for an Augmentation, replied, 
That he had not L. 20, 30, or 40; and ſo could 
by no manner of means engage in ſuch an ex- 
penſive Law-fuit. This is a real, not an imagi- 
nary Caſe ; this is not a particular ſingular Cale : 
A large Charge, a large Sum of free Tithes, and 
a very ſmall Stipend. This Caſe muſt, at leaſt 
it ſhould ſenſibly affect every tender and com- 
JJ... -- a 
Now, ſuppoſing the next Venerable Aſſembly 

ſhould agree to repreſent to' our Nobility and 
Gentry, to our Moſt Gracious Sovereign King 
George, to the Royal Family, to the Miniſtry 
below and above, and to the auguſt Houſes o 
Parliament, That many Miniſters of the Kirk of 
Scotland have not a competent Maintenance, ſome 
few of them not above L. 33: 6: 64 Sterling, 
others not above L. 40, and many of them not a- 
bove L. 50; I fay, ſhould we, with Humility 
and Reſignation, though with . Earneſtneſs and 
ſteady Importunity, repreſent the diſtreſſed Con- 
dition of many worthy Miniſters; what bad Con- 
ſequences could poſſibly enſue ? Could ſuch a mo- 
deſt Repreſentation, not ſo much as hinting at 
the additional Stipend ſome would wiſh to have, 
but humbly praying, that the Wiſdom of the 
Nation may be pleated to take the Matter into 
C2 their 
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their ſerious and mature Conſideration, and grant 
that Relief to our poor Brethren which they, in 
their great Wiſdom and Goodnefs, ſhall find rea- 
ſonable and neceſſary, or which the preſent Cir- 
cumſtances of the Nation can allow; could this 
juſtly give Offence ? | 

It is the peculiar diſtinguiſhing Privilege of a 
People living under a tree Government and legal 
Adminiſtration, to repreſent to, and to petition 
King and Parliament. We Maniſters of the Go- 
ſpel are Brit; Subjects as well as others; we may 
repreſent our Grievances, and humbly petition for 
Redreſs. It is therefore moſt earneſtly wiſhed 
for, it is hoped, that the next Venerable Aſſem- 
bly of the Kirk of Scotland will unanimouſly agree 
to repreſent to the next Scſſion of Parliament, as 
is above ſet forth. —A Delay may happen to be 
dangerous, fatal to a moſt reaſonable Scheme; a 
Scheme uſeful and neceſſary ; neceſſary and uſeful 
for ſupporting and advancing the civil and ſacred 
Intereſts of the Nation; the Intereſt of our holy 
Chriſtian Religion, of Virtue and human Happi- 
neſs amongſt the People in the preſent Age; and 
in an eſpecial Manner neceſſary and uſeful for the 
future riſing Generations, that ſo the publick 
Teachers of a moſt rational and excellent Religi- 
on may not fall into Poverty, Want and Con- 
tempt. Plain and ſtrong are the. Words of the 
firſt Book of Diſcipline to this Purpoſe. 

„ And*this, in God's Preſence, we witnels, 
we require, not ſo much for ourſelves, as for 
<« the Profit of the Poſterity to come: For it is 
not to be ſuppoſed, that any Man will dedicate 
« himſelf and Children ſo to God, and to his 
« Kirk, that they look for no worldly Commo- - 
« dity ; but this cankered Nature which we bear, 
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« js provoked to. follow Virtue, when it ſeeth 
« Profit and Honour thereto annexed ; and con- 
e trarily, then is Virtue by. many deſpiſed, when 
4 yirtuous and godly Men are without Honour: 
« And ſorry would we be, that Poverty ſhould 
« diſcourage Men from Study, and following the 
« Way of Virtue, by which they might * the 
Kirk and Flock of Chriſt Jeſus.” 

May not the Kirk of Scotland, I fay, 3 
the Royal Preſence, and, under a juſt Senſe of 
his paternal Care, humbly repreſent, that many 
Miniſters of this his ancient Kingdom * have not 
Ca ſufficient Proviſion or Maintenance appointed 
to them, whereby they are kept in Poverty and 
Contempt, and cannot fruitfully travel in their 
< Charges.” Theſe are the Words of James VI. 
the Royal Anceſtor of our King; Words very 
ſuitable and ſubſervient to the Deſign of this Me- 
morial. The ſame King James ſays, That no- 
<« thing did more properly belong to his princely 
Care, than to ſee to the good Eſtate of the 
« Kirk within his Dominions ; and all this from 
de the warm Zeal his Majeſty bore towards * 
* moving. the Kingdom of Chriſt.“ 

Our illuſtrious, brave, and merciful King, hath 
drawn Part of his Blood from King James, and 
hath always been a Nurſing: father to the Kirk of 
Scotland; nay, as far as he could, a Nurſing-fa- 
ther to all his loving and dutiful Subjects; and 
even with a reluctant Heart diſpenſing Juſtice 
towards the Diſaffected. Here I ſhall take the 
Liberty to borrow a ſhort Paragraph from a Speech 
made on a memorable Occaſion, by a Perſon tru- 
ly good and great“, who ſaid. We are now bleſ- 


The Archbiſhop of York, now of Canterbury, at the York- 
ſhire Allociation, in 174 5. 
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& ſed with the mild Adminiſtration of a Juſt and 
c Proteſtant King, who is of ſo ſtrict ik Adhe- 
« rence to the Laws of our Country, that not an 
« Inſtance can be pointed out, during his whole 
« Reign, wherein he made the leaſt Attempt up- 
ce on the Liberty, or Property, or Religion, of a 
c ſingle Perſon.” 

Having got into the Way of tranſcribing, T 
ſhall now borrow ſome Sentiments from a Noble 
Peer, who, though long ſince he hath left this 
World, the Abode of Guilt and Diſtreſs, to en- 
joy the native, the appointed Fruit of his un- 
feigned Piety and Goodneſs, hath ſtill continued 
to ſpeak, by his Inſtructions, to his Son and Re- 
preſentatives, nay to many of the great Ones in 
this happy Iſland. This Noble Author lived in 
hard Timesz he was apprehended, impriſoned, 
attainted, condemned, and beheaded ; and his 
dear Remains borreſco referens |———expoſed to 
the View and Inſults of a lawleſs Mob. 

In his Confinement he writes down ſome excel- 
lent Inſtructions to the Lord Lorn, his Son, who 
afterwards ſhared the ſame Fate with his Father 
Inſtructions which fully evidence the Goodneſs of 
his Heart, as well as that of his Underſtanding 5 
and both are excellent. | 

Amongſt others, he inſtructs his Son, and ſays, 
« Cheriſh and maintain the Miniſters of the Go- 
„ ſpel, eſpecially painful and able Miniſters. 
Nothing brings more Contempt upon, or aviles 
< Religion, and the Service of God, in the Eyes 
“ of the Vulgar, than the Neceſſities, Wants, 
« and Miſeries of Churchmen, What Eſteem 
„ you confer on them, will ſoon redound and 
reflect upon you. What the Heathen — * of 

ce their 
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<« their Poets, That, by their Means and Wri. 
<« tings, famous Men were tranſmitted to Immor- 
ce tality, who otherwiſe would have lain in per- 
c petual Oblivion, is very true of Evangelical 
& Doctors; their Prayers, and their Inſtructions, 
ce and their Recommendations of you, together 
e with your own Endeavour after Holineſs, which 
ce js the only Fame and Glory, will tranſmit and 
ce place you hereafter in Heaven, and eſtabliſh 
« you here, living and dead, in the Good-will 
« and Praiſe of all Men *.” | 
Perhaps the happy Period may yet come, when 
the Wiſdom of the Nation ſhall, of their own 
proper Motion, think it expedient to ordain and 
appoint a general Augmentation of ſmall Stipends; 
our Noblemen and Gentlemen not reclaiming, but 
complying ; the rather that 117 Years have paſſed 
fince a general Augmentation of ſmall Kirk-livings 
was granted by Authority of Parliament; and 
that their yearly Incomes will ſuffer a very ſmall 
Diminution by the wiſhed-for Augmentation. 
Every civilized Nation have encouraged and 
ſupported the publick authoriſed Teachers of Re- 
ligion. — Ancient Rome had its Prieſts. — Cicero 
the Orator was one of them: A plain Indication 
that the Character of Prieſt was not conſidered as 
a mean and uſeleſs one. The great Cicero thought - 
not ſo.—I am abſolutely certain, that many of 
our Noblemen and Gentlemen, of ſolid Litera- 
ture and true Taſte, eſteem and cheriſh Miniſters, 
ſenſible, diſcreet, honeſt and diligent in the proper. 
Duties of their Station, I would to God we may 
at leaſt always juſtly deſerve their Eſteem and 
Friendſhip! It is to be preſumed, whilſt the Le- 
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gillature are of Opinion, that our Order is ſubſer- 


vient to the Purpoſes of Civil Government, they 
will from Time to Time grant us ſuch Proviſion 
and Maintenance, as will enable us 4 travel fruit- 
Fully in our Charges. 

By the Rules of our Kirk, we are bound down 
to conſtant Attendance ; at leaſt, Abſence from 
our Pariſhes for a few Weeks, without the Know- 


ledge and Conſent of our reſpective Preſbyteries, 


ſubjects us to the Cenſure of the Kirk. We fre- 
quently converſe with the ſober induſtrious Part of 
the People, the certain Source of the Wealth, -of 
the natural Strength of the Nation; and whilſt, 
under the Influence of Heaven, we ſupport the 
juſt and amiable, the venerable Character of the 
Miniſters of Jeſus, we will be eſteemed and re- 
garded by our dear People. 

The manifeſt Deſign of our daily aſſiduous 
Miniſtrations is, to inſtil into the Minds of the 
People the neceſſary and reaſonable Principles of 
Chriſtianity, the ſubſtantial Duties of a good 
Life, from Motives rational and Chriſtian, We 
endeavour, under God, to form the Hearts of 
Men, eſpecially the Hearts of the young, rifing 
and hopeful Generation, to the Love of Parents 
and of each other, to the Love of dutiful Beha- 
viour towards Magiſtrates and their other Superi- 
ors, towards their bleſſed Redeemer, and towards 
the great Parent and Governor of the Univerſe. 
Some will yet allow, that Miniſters of the Cha- 
racter deſcribed, are uſeful Members of the Com- 
monwealth, and whilſt we miniſter at the Altar, 
we ſhould live by the Altar. We are, by Laws 
human and divine, the Inſtructors of the poor 
and ſober, the numerous and induſtrious * 

the 
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the Remembrancers of the Wiſe, the Rich and 
the Noble; but, according to the above mention- 
ed illuſtrious Noble Author, * nothing brings 
6 more Contempt upon, or aviles Religion, and 
cc. the Service of God, in the Eyes of the Vulgar, 
cc than the Neceſſities, Wants and Miſeries of 
« Churchmen.” 

Under the Influence and Direction of our pre- 
ſent wiſe Adminiſtration, and the concurring 
Aſſiſtance of many Noblemen and Gentlemen, 
Trade in its various Branches is now in a flouriſn- 
ing Condition. A Spirit of Induſtry greatly pre- 
vails in many of our Towns“; it 3 

aft 


* Glaſgow, induſtrious, indefatigable and exemplary Gla/= 
gow ; theſe People attempt almoſt every thing, every Branch 
of Trade; and in moſt of their Undertakings they are very 
ſucceſsful. —Next to Glaſgow, Paiſley hath excelled in various 
Manufa&tures.—Ki/marnock began ſoon, and hath been a long 
Time in a very proſpering Condition. —Dumfries, the People 
active; they live in an eaſy and genteel Manner, enjoying the 
Fruits of their own Labour. — Our Metropolis hath now open- 
ed its Eyes wide, is looking after Trade; many Honourable 
Gentlemen, Men of good Fortunes, engaged in the various 
and new Branches of Manufactures and Trade : Other Gen- 
tlemen will, we hope, ſoon ſee it to be their own Intereſt, and 
heartily join them in ſome Branch of Buſineſs, The Truſtees 
for encouraging our Manufactures are intelligent, vigilant and 
active, and will continue to be ſo.— Haddington is again to ſet 

about the fine Woollen, and, at the ſame time, to carry on 
the coarſer too.—Gella/heills makes coarſe Cloths. May not 
Muſſelburgh recover likewiſe its Stuffs ; —and Stirling extend 
the making its Serges ?—Dunfermline, [nverk:ithing, Kirkaldy, 
and many other Towns in Fiſe, cloſely attend to and improve 
the reſpective Branches of the Linen-trade; as does Perth, 
and the whole County, for its Staple ; and Dundee and Mont- 
roſe for the County of Angus. — Arbroth is coming faſt up 
with theſe Towns. — Alerdeen makes much Plaidings, Fing- 
rams, and other coarſe Woollens : And ſince Cromwell's 
Time, it manufactures a vaſt Quantity of fine and coarſe 
Hoſe, or Stockings, of Worſted.— And beſides, in moſt pre 
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Faſt throughout the Kingdom. Induſtry be- 
gets Property; Property, if not the Mother, 
is at leaſt the Nur ſe of Liberty ;——Liberty in- 
ſpires the Mind with generous Sentiments, and 
firmly attaches the Heart to the beſt and ſureſt Me- 
thod of preſerving Property, that is, to a free le- 
gal Government. The Sweets of Induſtry, of 
Trade, are already felt by the Populace; and 
ſnall Miniſters be the only Perſons that feel no- 
thing of the Advantage and refreſhing Joy of the 
growing Wealth and Proſperity of the Nation? 
May not we be indulged to rejoice, in ſome ſmall 
Degree, with them that do rejoice? or muſt we, and 
our Succeſſors in Office, patiently continue, 10 
mourn with them that mourn? — Some time or o- 
ther, our Noblemen, our Gentlemen, our Legiſ- 


lature, will be of the Opinion, that this is neither 
right nor wiſe.— 


Some of our Reverend Brethren tell us, That 
this is not a proper Time to apply to King and 
Parliament for augmenting ſmall Stipends in Scot- 
land; and if the General Aſſembly of the Kirk 
ſhould apply, and not ſucceed, then poor Miniſters 
would ſuffer by it, for the Kirk could not with De- 
cency again apply to Parliament, but at the Di- 
ſtance of many Years: And moreover theſe Bre- 
-thren ſay, that ſhould the Kirk meet with a Dif. 
appointment at Parliament, Miniſters enjoying 


above Places and Bounds, new Species of Manufactures are 
introducing. | 


What fatisfying Joy muſt it afford to every benevolent 
Heart, to every true Scotſman, to ſee a Spirit of Induſtry 
diffuſing itſelf wide over their dear native Country? May re- 
ligious Induſliy, that is, Induſtry from Principles Religious and 
Chriſtian, prevail more and more! and may every Order of 
Men have a Neighbour's Share of the Emoluments of it! 


ſmall} 
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ſmall Stipends, would in. time coming, with a 
very bad Grace, and little Proſpect of Succeſs, ap- 
ply to the Lords Commiſſioners for an Augmen- 
tation of their Livings. 
Wee are heartily ſorry that fans few of our 

Reverend and worthy Brethren differ from us a- 
bout the Neceſſity and Expediency of an imme- 
diate Application to Parliament. We know 
ſome of theſe Brethren are Men of Diſcernment, 
of truly benevolent and charitable Diſpoſitions. 
We are extremely deſirous to lay before them, 
with Meekneſs and Candour, the Reaſons inch- 
ning us to an immediate Application; and allo to 
hear with Patience, Attention and Gratitude, their 
Reaſons againſt an immediate Application, This 
Method tallies well with the juſt Character of the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel of Peace; this Method 
bids faireſt for Unanimity, and conſequently for 
Succeſs, for the obtaining of ſome Relief for ma- 
ny of our worthy Brethren, in Circumſtances of 
Want and Diſtreſs ; certainly occaſioned by their 
{mall Livings, and not through their Extrava- 
gance and Luxury. 

Again, ſome worthy Brethren tel us, That we 
ſhould. wait ſome Years, and watch for a proper 
Seaſon for applying to King and Parliament for 
the Purpoſes above ſet forth; that we ſhould en- 
deavour to reconcile the landed Intereſt, the Mi- 
niſtry above and below, to the Augmentation- 
ſcheme, even antecedent to our forming a proper 
Plan, and to our reſolving upon a future Applica- 
tion to Parliament: otherwiſe we ſhall but expoſe 
ourſelves, knock our Heads as it were againſt a 
Stone Wall, and be juſtly laughed at, 
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Me heartily wiſh that theſe few Reverend and 
dear Brethren, who doubtleſs have maturely con- 
ſidered this Matter, would figure to us, that 
much wiſhed for and opportune Seaſon; we wiſh 
them to point out the concurring and inviting 
Circumſtances of their proper Time. The Mi- 
niſters of the eſtabliſned Kirk in Scotland, during 
the Time of Epiſcopacy as well as of Preſbytery, 
have waited with Patience a good number of 
Years, Many of them, though ſtruggling: with 
Want, have never ſo much as applied to the Ho- 
nourable Lords Commiſſioners, for an Augmen- 
tation of Stipends : The Expence of ſuch Appli- 
cation is great and certain, the Succeſs not quite ſo 
certain. How long ſhall we wait? When ſhall 
we be allowed to think, that we may at leaft 
ſafely tell our Noblemen and Gentlemen, the King 
and Parliament, that eight Chalders Victual can- 
not go ſo far now, in ſupporting, educating, and 


providing for a Family, as they did when the Le- 


giſlature found and decerned that eight Chalders 
Victual, or L. 44: 8: 104 Sterling, ſhould be 
the leaſt and ſmalleſt Stipend in Scotland? Either 
the Wiſdom of the Nation did at yon Time allow 
Miniſters too great Stipends, or at preſent our 
Livings are too ſmall. 1668 e ebe 

Have we incurred, juſtly incurred, the Diſ- 
pleaſure of one of the beſt-of Kings? Have we 
drawn upon ourſelves the heavy Reſentment of 
the auguſt Houſes of Parliament? Unhappy we, 


if this in reality is the Caſe! I would fain hope it 


is not. Have we juſtly merited the Frowns 'of 
Noblemen and Gentlemen in our Pariſhes and 
Neighbourhood ? IT think we have not; at leaft 
not to ſuch a high Degree, as ſhould induce them 
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to do Violence to the inward: Feelings, to the 
ſtrong Workings of their own generous and com- 
paſſionate Hearts. But ſay they, The Tithes are 
our Property by Act. of Parliament, or by a Royal 
Grant ratified and confirmed by Parliament; 


and we will defend our Property, the rather that 
Miiniſters of the Goſpel feem to have a Month's 


Mind towards a conſiderable Part of it. No 
doubt Titulars of Teinds have ſome ſort of Right 
to the Tithes; but ſuch a Right as can be affected 
with the future reaſonable Augmentation of ſmall 

Livings, even by the Lords Commiſſioners for 
Plantation of -Kirks and Valuation of Teinds. 
The King and Parliament can juſtly touch theſe 
fame Tithes, by granting a general Augmenta- 
tion of all the ſmall Stipends in Scotland. It 
would ſeem, that the Parliament always meant to 
reſerve to themſelves ſome ſort of Property in'the 


Teinds; and as a ſtanding glaring Evidence of 
this, they have, in their great Wiſdom, enacted 


and ordained, That it ſhall in moſt Caſes be in the 
Power of Heritors to compel the Titulars of their 
Teinds, to ſell, annailzie, and diſpone to them 
their own free Teinds, ſometimes at fix Years 


Purchaſe, and in no Caſe above nine Years Pur- 


chaſe; whereas Titulars, or others, who have the 
abſolute Property of Lands, Publicks deducted, 


can fell them at twenty Years Purchaſe; nay 


ſometimes at thirty or forty Years Purchaſe : A 
plain Indication, that Titulars have not an abſo- 
lute Right to the whole Tithes, even though they 


have enjoyed the Sweets of them near 200 Years, 


to the manifeſt Loſs of many poor Miniſters, and 
to the viſible Hurt of the ſacred and civil Intereſts 
of the Nation, Would ſome of our Noblemen 
0 | | and 
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and Gentlemen, Titulars of Teinds, be ſo good, 
as to give themſelves the Trouble of looking into 
ſome few Acts of Sederunt, and into ſome few 
Plain ſtrong Acts of Parliament; they could ne- 
ver, with a good Grace, ſpeaks of Tithes, the 
whole Tithes now in their Hands, as their abſo- 
Jute unalienable Property; and from Time to 
Time convocate the Lieges to defend their Tithe- 
property againſt the Invaſion of the Clergy of the 
eſtabliſhed Kirk. We hope, we wiſh them to 
reconſider the Matter; and then ſurely they will 
ſpeak and write in a more juſt and modeſt Strain, 
For I would gladly think and ſpeak well of our 
great Ones. Some of them deſerve this. 
Nevertheleſs, I humbly am of Opinion, that 
Titulars, and others, preſent Poſſeſſors of the 
Teinds, have an abſolutely good Right unto them 
againſt all Mankind; until ſuch Time as the Par- 
liament of Great Britain, or the Lords Commiſ- 
ſioners for Plantation of Kirks and Valuation of 
Teinds, ſhall diſſolve, and take from the ſaid Poſ- 
ſeſſors, ſuch and ſuch Portions of the ſaid Teinds 
as they ſhall find to be neceſſary for endowing new 
Erections, and for augmenting {mall Stipends. 
The Wiſdom of the Nation, in their many for- 
mer Statutes and Declarations, ſeem to have had 
it in their Eye, that, in Proceſs of Time, Pariſhes 
becoming more populous, new Erections would 
be abſolutely neceſſary. They ſeem alſo to have . 
had it in View, that, through the growing In- 
creaſe of the Value of Things neceſſary for decent- 
ly ſupporting, educating, and providing for Mini- 
ers Families, a general Augmentation of imall 
Stipends would become abſolutely neceſſary ; and 
therefore they have made Proviſion for both theſe 
Events, 


_ of Parliament. 


1 : 
Events, by declaring, That, in general, the Teinds 
are the fifth Part of the conſtant yearly Rent of 
Lands, which may be touched or affected by Par- 
liament with all future neceſſary Augmentations 
of Miniſters Proviſion or Maintenance, in Kirks 
already planted and endowed ; or the ſaid Teinds, 
or fifth Part of the free Rent, may, by the Au- 
thority foreſaid, be affected with new modified lo- 
cal Stipends in Pariſhes to be erected and endow- 
ed, with a competent Proviſion for Miniſters to 
be ſettled in the ſaid new-erected Pariſhes. 

For ſupporting this, I beg the candid Reader 
may take the Trouble to read, and maturely con- 
ſider the Act of Parliament Ja. VI. anno 1617, 
and an Act of Sederunt February 8. 1749 . 
which 1s declared to have the full Force of an A& 
Theſe Acts perhaps will throw 
Light upon each other, and fully ſatisfy the in- 
genuous and unprejudiced Reader concerning the 
fixed legal Meaning of the Word Teinds or Tithes, 
and their Nature and Extent; as alſo concerning 
the ſtrict Propriety of Speech, when we ſpeak of 
the Tithes as the Patrimony of the Kirk, the 
Rents and Fruits of the Benefice ; the Patrimo- 
ny of the Kirk, i. e. of the true Reformed Pro- 
teſtant Kirk, the Kirk by Law eſtabliſhed. anno 


1617. 

If by humble and reſpectful Addreſſes to the 
King and Parliament, to our Noblemen and Gen- 
tlemen, out of whoſe preſent yearly Incomes the 
propoſed neceſſary Augmentation certainly muſt 
come, we could happily prevail with them to grant 
and conſent to a general Augmentation of the ve- 


P This Act is in the Scots Magazine for January 17 49. 
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ry ſmall Kirk-livings in Scotland; then poor, ho- 
neſt, painful Miniſters would not be obliged to 
give long and tedious Attendance in the Parlia- 
ment-houſe at Edinburgh; then the Right Ho- 
nourable the Lords Commiſſioners for Plantation 
of Kirks would be delivered from much Trouble 
and Attendance, and from ſome Degrees of Envy 
and Reſentment they ſometimes, though moſt un- 
juſtly, do incur, on account of the moderate Aug- 
mentations of Stipends they have been pleaſed now 
and then to grant ſince the happy Revolution. 
The warm and unwearied Promoters of the 
molt ;hamane Augmentatiqn-ſcherne, and of an 
immediate Application to Parliament, in my 


humble Opinion, ſhould have endeavoured to 


bring this important Affair into the General Af- 
ſembly laſt Year, to be conſidered and judged at 
their Sederunt upon the firſt Monday of the Af- 
ſembly.—— They ſhould have attempted to get 
the Aſſembly to give their Judgment; firſt con- 
cerning the Reaſonableneſs and Neceſſity of aug- 
menting the ſmall Stipends; and then to judge, 


whether or not an immediate Application to the 


King and Parliament was at that Time proper and 


expedient?— A Delay was overtured, urged, 


and agreed to. Delays, in many Caſes, are ex- 


tremely dangerous. Whether ſo or not in the 


preſent Caſe, Time will try; at next Meeting of 
the Aſſembly it will fully appear. Ls 

A large Committee of the Venerable Aſſembly 
was named, and appointed to meet in Edinburgh, 


at ſome ſtated Times, and oftener, as they ſhould 


ſee Cauſe, © to prepare. a proper Plan for aug- 
** menting Miniſters Stipends who are not pro- 
„ vided already in a competent or ſufficient Main- 

© tenance, 


Realons they delayed anſwering theſe Queries, it 


_ - 
© tehance, to be laid before the next General Aſs 
« ſembly for their Approbation, with a View, 


c&c tacit or expreſſed, to be laid before the next Seſ- 


« ſion of Parliament, provided they ſhould ap- 
cc prove of the Plan prepared by their Commit- 
41 tee.“ | | 1 . . | : 7 
I am told, that moſt Part of the Honourable 


and Reverend Members of the late Aſſembly, wha 


were againſt an immediate Application to Parlia- 
ment, . becauſe they then could ſee no Proſpect of 
Succeſs, chearfully promiſed to lend their Aſſiſt- 
ance in forming a proper Plan, and in carrying it 
forth into Execution. The Proceedings of the 
ſaid Committee, when called for by, and laid be- 
fore the next General Aſſembly, will make it ap- 
pear, whether or not theſe Members in Town 


and Country have ordinarily attended the Meet- 


ings of Committee, and contributed their Endea- 
vours towards forming their own proper Plan, 
and what they have done towards carrying it forth 
into Execution, by addreſſing Gentlemen of the 
landed Intereſt. | | 
Another Thing will certainly be learned fro 
the Proceedings of the Committee to be laid be- 
fore next Aſſembly, namely, Whether or not 
thoſe Reverend Brethren who oppoſed the im- 
mediate Application to Parliament, - and were for 
appointing the Committee, have ſet a good Ex- 
ample to their Brethren, in ſending up ſoon, and 
diſtinctly, their Anſwers to the Queries contrived 
and framed by the Aſſembly, and tranſmitted to 


the ſeveral Preſbyteries, with a peremptory Ap- 


pointment to ſend them up, I think, to the Meet- 
ing of Committee in Auguſt laſt. If for certain 
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is hoped, as ſolemnly engaged dutiful Sons of the 
Church, they will 0 it before or at che Mecting 
of the enſuing Aſſembly. © . 

I have heard, but am . loth to believe 
it, that the Knowledge of the Nature and Ex- 
tent of the Tithes, Sc. is one of the moſt dif- 
ficult Parts of the Law; and to acquire a full and 
diſtinct Knowledge of theſe Things, does require | 
the cloſeſt Attention of Lawyers of the 
Penetration. Now, is it to be imagined, that 
many Honourable, truly Honourable Members of 
eſtabliſned Characters as Lawyers, nay as Judges, 
would propoſe or agree to the putting of Work 
into the Hands of plain honeſt Country Miniſters, 
or into the Hands of Miniſters in Town, who 
have better Opportunities of conſulting with Gen- 
tlemen of the Law, Work equal to the Abilities 
of eminent Lawyers? But if in Fact this was 
done, I may ſay, as a Gentleman of Character ex- 
preſſed ir, That it was a leading of the Mini- 
fſters of the whole Kirk of Scotland a Wild. gooſẽ 
&« Chace.” I hope, — ] believe better Things of 
many of our Noblemen and Gentlemen, who do 
us the Honour of attending our Kirk-courts. 

But whatever be in this, many of theſe Que- 
ries may be eaſily anſwered. Methinks every Mi- 
niſter may ſoon and eaſily tell the Committee the 
Number of examinable Perſons in his Pariſn, the 
Length and Breadth of his Pariſn, the Diſtance of 
his Pariſh-kirk from other Pariſh-kirks, from, 
Sc. Sc. Sc. the Extent of his Stipend, by how 
many Hands it is paid, how much in Silver, and 
how much in Victual, Sc. Now, if any Miniſter 
ſhould delay or refuſe to anſwer before or at the 
next General Aſſembly, he muſt then appear in 

| 5 A 


A 


difregarded by ourſelves, by ſome of us. 
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2 very odd Light. Our Enemies will r 
in ſtronger Terms. 

But as I never chuſe to difſemble, or to look one 
Way and row: another, I ſhall on this Occaſion 
ſay, How can we Miniſters. of the Goſpel, 
Teachers of the People by our Example as well 
as our Doctrine, reaſonably expect, that the Vuk 
gar or Populace ſhould regard and obey the Rules, 
the Appointments of the General Aſſembly, when 
we ourfelves don't regard or obey them? We 
meet in ſolemn Aſſembly, we contrive and frame 


Las or Rules, which moſtly relate to the Con- 


duct of the whole People; ſome few indeed that 
refer to dur own Conduct, and yet theſe few are 
A 
ſenfible honeft Farmer can eaſily obſerve this, and 
upon Occaſions fay, Gentlemen, how can you ex- 
pect that we the People will obey. your Laws and 
Rules, when you yourſelves don't? A ſhrewd 
Queſtion. Let him return an Anſwer who can, 
and who ſhould. I cannot: Though I am 
extremely ſorry that there ſhould be Occaſion to 
ſuch a Queſtion to any one of us. 

To conclude, Let us for once ſuppoſe, that the 
Augmentation-ſcheme, how reaſonable and neceſ- 
ſary ſoever, was haſtily conceived, —formed upon 
too narrow a Bottom,—the Demands too high, — 


| brought into Kirk-courts rather too ſoon, — ſuffi- 


cient Reſpect not ſhewn to Men of Influence and 
Wealth, —ſomething ſaid or done by ſome parti- 
cular Perſons, juſtly provoking ;—nay, ſuppoſing 
farther, that a Variety of falſe Steps have been 
made in conducting the compaſſionate, well-de- 
ſigned Scheme ;z— 

Well, what then ? Shall no Place be allowed 


us 
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us for ſerious, mature Recollection? for dutiful, 
humble Acknowledgments? Let us have a Fel- 


low-feeling of one another's Infirmities. Let us 
do to others as' we would wiſh to be done by. 
Let us Miniſters, with united Hearts and Hands, 


Þ 


contribute our beſt Endeavours towards forming a 


proper Plan of Augmentation, towards removing 


Prejudices, towards reconciling our great Men to 


the propoſed Repreſentation and Application to 
Parliament. Much lies in our Unanimity a- 
mongſt ourſelves. —Shall we ſuffer ourſelves to be 
torn, rent and broken into Pieces, by Wedges of 
our own Hood ;—and thus become the Scorn, the 
Deriſion of unprejudiced Byſtanders ? — 


Let our Noblemen and Gentry, Men of great 


Minds and warm Hearts, Hearts ſmitten with the 
Love of Benevolence and Generoſity, Humanity 
and Compaſſion, figure to themſelves the follow- 


ing Caſe; namely, A Miniſter of the Goſpel, a 


Man of genteel Education, diſcreet Behaviour, 
and regular Life; his Wife of good Birth, diſcreet 
and obliging ; ſome promiſing and hopeful Chil- 
dren, with two or three Servants ;—all this nume- 
rous Family ſupported, educated and provided 
for out of the inexauſtible Fund of L.40 or 50 
Sterling a- year. Such a Caſe, ſuch a Repre- 


ſentation is truly piteous; and, viewed in real Life, 


it muſt ſtrike and ſenſibly affect every tender and 
generous Soul, l 
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